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VIRTUAL GLOBAL HEALTH
CASE COMPETITION 

• Teams of 4-6 students given 10 weeks to 
prepare a hypothetical program in 
response to a pressing health topic 
(disasters, mental health, tobacco control, 
social media for physical activity).

• Submit a 10-minute video in English 
proposing a realistic, innovative solution. 

• Videos judged by 9-14 experts from 
around the world, choose three finalists.

• Finalists screened live at the annual 
conference. Conference participants also 
vote on winner. 1st place wins US$500.



VIRTUAL CASE COMPETITION
• 2019: 45 teams from 19 universities
• Finalists: U of Indonesia, UCLA, U of Hong Kong

• 2018:  27 teams from 13 universities
• Finalists: USC, U of Malaya, Our Lady of Fatima, Gadjah Mada

• 2017: 38 teams from 19 universities
• Finalists: U of  ndonesia, Thamassat, U of Sydney

• 2016: 17 teams from 13 universities
• Finalists: Our Lady of Fatima, Kyoto, Tohoku



BENEFITS
• Increased GH engagement for students from region 
• Introduces critical thinking for real-world GH topics 
• Promotes scholastic and digital creativity 
• Development of skills (budgeting, evaluation, video 

production 
• Promotes regional education, partnership and cooperation 
• Fosters GH leadership among students
• Generates creative, innovative solutions to challenge topic 

that could be used by sponsors
• Provides opportunity for students and faculty from LMICs 

to attend international scientific conference



DISTANCE EDUCATION 
• Graduate-level, 30-70 students, inter-disciplinary
• 3-6 partner universities sign on simultaneously once a 

week for 2 hrs for 10 weeks
• Live guest lectures by renowned global health leaders 

from WHO, UN, government, NGOs, private sector
• Work in international teams, small group discussions, 

case studies, final team projects



DISTANCE EDUCATION 
Global Health Leadership
• 2015, 2016, 2017, 2019
• Focuses on culture, policy, and leadership
• Uses APRU GHP textbook (some by students)
• Participants: USC, UCIrvine, Tokyo, NTU, Fudan, 

Osaka, Malaya

Global Health Ethics
• 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019
• Focuses on cultural perspectives versus 

international ethics standards, practical application 
on ethics, emerging ethical issues

• Participants: USC, UNAM, HKUST, University of 
the Philippines, Osaka 



2019 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
• Student Registration Discounts

• Student Travel Awards

• Student Career Mentoring  
Sessions

• Student Networking Lunch

• Networking Field Trips

• Half-day Skills-Building Workshops 
(research methods, etc.)

https://www.aprughc2019.org/



STUDENT POSTER CONTEST
• 2019: 54 submissions from 24 

universities (Australia, China, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea,  Macao, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, and 
the US.) 

• 2018: 36 posters from 15 
universities. 

• 2017: 18 entries from 11 
universities.



OTHER EXAMPLES
GLOBAL HEALTH  AMBASSADORS
• 2-3 students to help run the various program activities 
• 2019: Meg Rentoria (U of Philippines), Haytham Sheerah 

(Osaka), Tasdidaa Shamsi (U of Malaya)

STUDENT E-CIG STUDY
• Online survey of 2,000 students from APRU members 

regarding perceptions, exposure, and use of e-cigs



QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT



PUBLICATIONS



WORKPLACE WELLNESS SURVEY
• Online survey in 2018 to APRU members
• 29 universities completed
• 96 questions assessing

– Basic HR & hiring policies
– Employee health/well-being program management, 

data collection, & information dissemination
– Priorities & Motivations to offer such programs

• 6 Program categories
– Physical fitness
– Nutrition/weight
– Mental health/stress
– Sexual and reproductive health
– Chronic disease prevention
– Safety

• Link to report will be sent to all members



PARTICIPATING UNIVERSITIES 
• U of Auckland
• ANU
• Chinese U of Hong Kong
• Chulalongkorn
• FEFU
• Fudan
• Hong Kong
• HKUST
• Keio
• Korea
• Nagoya
• Nanjing
• Nanyang Tech
• National Taiwan
• National Tsinghua
• National U of Singapore

• Osaka
• Peking
• POSTECH
• Seoul National
• Tech de Monterrey
• Tohoku
• Tsinghua
• UC Davis
• UC Irvine
• UCLA
• UC San Diego
• UCAS
• U of Chile
• U of Hawaii
• U of Indonesia

• U of Malaya
• U of New South Wales
• U of Oregon
• U of the Philippines
• UST of China
• USC
• U of Sydney
• U of Washington
• Waseda
• Yonsei
• Zhejiang



VISION FOR 2019-2020

• Workplace Wellness Survey
– Healthy Women, Healthy Economies

• More publications
• 2020 Conference at Fudan University



THANK YOU!

mwithers@usc.edu


